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with palisaded barricades, in each of which works a piece of artillery
was planted. Similarly, they decided on the place wiiere the people
were to assemble when the occasion should arise, and certain posts
were assigned, as appears in the aforesaid records, (p. 34).
Further, men were called from Tolu, Mompox and the other
places nearby in this jurisdiction, and the Indians were summoned;
so also the soldiers were selected who were to serve in the formation
on which this council decided.
On January 22 there arrived in this port a ship which brought
letters from La Yaguana. These contained the news that the English-
man had taken the city of Santo Domingo and that it was under-
stood that he would come hither, to take this place. Upon learning
which the governor of this city summoned the municipal councilmen
and they also called upon Don Pedro Vique and deponent to be
present at this meeting, which considered the enemy's approach and
deliberated means to defend the city, all of which was set down in
the records, to which deponent refers.
Deponent observed that in consequence a watch was set on the
point at the harbour mouth, and at Tesca Swamp. Deponent moved
this council to detail an artilleryman and a leading citizen with
some soldiers and Indians to each piece of artillery which had (p.
35) been placed at the street entrances (in case the enemy might
seek to land men on the beach), to the end that they might prevent
the enemy from effecting a landing.
Deponent further expressed the opinion that it was extremely
important for the defence of the city, for its preservation, and for
that of the galleys, to prevent the enemy from entering the harbour.
Unless he could get his fleet into the protection of the port he could
not offend the place inasmuch as this is wild coast and he could not
land men except with great difficulty, particularly since we could
oppose his landing with artillery. Outside the harbour he could not
maintain himself because the northeast wind is strong and the coast
dangerous.
Deponent stated that the entrance to the harbour could very
easily be defended by placing four or six pieces of artillery (since it
was abundant and good) on either Hicacos or Carey Points which
form the harbour mouth; such a battery and the support of the
galleys would most certainly suffice to prevent the enemy's entrance,
no matter how powerful his fleet might be, because the channel is so
narrow that necessarily they must sink some ships and halt and hold
back the rest in such fashion that they would be carried beyond the
harbour mouth. It is notorious that the wind is so strong, that no